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Psalm 127 – We’ve been working through this Psalm with the seniors in Assemblies this half term, thinking about our new building project but also thinking about what a blessing they are. Children are a great blessing and can be powerful, effective and purposeful when using their gifts to pursue God’s agenda and when they are ambitious for His honour. 
1 Unless the LORD builds the house,
    the builders labour in vain.
Unless the LORD watches over the city,
    the guards stand watch in vain.
2 In vain you rise early
    and stay up late,
toiling for food to eat—
    for he grants sleep to those he loves.
3 Children are a heritage from the LORD,
    offspring a reward from him.
4 Like arrows in the hands of a warrior
    are children born in one’s youth.
5 Blessed is the man
    whose quiver is full of them.
They will not be put to shame
    when they contend with their opponents in court.

Pupils
All pupils on roll as of 22nd November 2021: 39 +1 PT pupil

	 
	F/T boys
	F/T girls
	F/T total
	P/T boys
	P/T girls
	P/T total

	Pre-school
	
	
	
	
	
	

	YR
	1
	1
	2
	
	
	

	Y1
	7
	2
	9
	
	
	

	Y2
	1
	1
	2
	
	
	

	Y3
	
	2
	2
	
	
	

	Y4
	3
	1
	4
	
	
	

	Y5
	2
	
	2
	
	
	

	Y6
	1
	
	1
	
	
	

	Primary Total
	15
	7
	22
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Y7
	1
	4
	5
	
	
	

	Y8
	2
	1*
	3
	
	
	

	Y9
	1
	
	1
	
	
	

	Y10
	3
	
	3
	
	
	

	Y11
	1
	4
	5
	
	
	

	Secondary Total
	8
	9
	17
	
	1
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	23
	16
	39
	
	
	1


  * EHCP pupil has been back-yeared by LEA

Pupil Attainment and Progress:  
How are we making our judgements?
Judgements are still being made using a mixture of day to day and weekly assessment (recorded after teaching lesson/unit), termly tracker assessment (informed by marking work, revisiting learning) and summative assessments.
Kate and Kirsty are recording attainment in a tracking document stored on the school drive.

Alan has created an impressive tracking system for Senior attainment grades which will identify progress and rate of progress for most subject areas. For KS3, some subjects (PE, Music, Drama) are still judged using the assessment steps tracking system. 

In KS4 end of unit tests are used to obtain a predicted GCSE grade which is completed every half term. If a pupils’ test grade is anomalous with general performance, teacher judgement is used in recording predicted grades.

EYFS & Primary Attainment 
Class 1: Baseline assessments for Reception show an average cohort (all two of them!). Of our two new year 1 pupils, one is well below age expected levels and one well above. The rest of the year 1 pupils are at expected level or exceeding.

Class 2: The group is a very diverse group with many different needs. KJ is doing a very good job of targeting each pupil effectively and progress is evident – although we will need to collate more evidence to demonstrate this clearly. This will happen as the term goes on and in to next term.

Three pupils in class 2 are currently working below EL and are receiving individualised support, they all have an IEP. 

Secondary Attainment 
Class 3: Of the three new pupils in year 7, two are below expected level. This could be due to a challenging last year in year 6 at primary with Covid, therefore having lost out; it could be due to learning challenges or most likely, a combination of both. One is now having targeted intervention with Literacy. One existing year 7 with dyslexia is also having interventions. The rest of the year 7/8 group are at expected, or exceeding.

Year 10s started their GCSE courses after Easter and have made a good start. One pupil receives significant additional input and is struggling to keep up. He has an IEP and we will monitor his grades closely, perhaps dropping one GCSE if he needs to focus on less subjects.

The year 11 group are pressing on with GCSE preparation and the girls are on track to achieve well, although collectively they have potential to achieve very well should they put the work in! One pupil with an IEP is set to pass but is struggling to keep up with work outside of class.

GCSE Mocks:
We have been asked by examining bodies to collate evidence from x3 mock series for the pupils in the event that exams are cancelled next summer. All teachers have been asked to administer a class based mock this term, then the formal mocks will be at the end of January, with another series set for March/April time.

Exam Centre status: We had the JCQ inspector out on 10th November 2021 for our pre-registration visit. This was a gruelling session but we’re delighted to have been approved as a centre – and now the hard work begins! Carol put in a HUGE amount of work in to prepare a vast number of policies, so we are again indebted to her. 

Covid testing: Staff and senior pupils continue to test at home using LFT testing kits twice weekly. We are thankful to have had no cases of Covid in school this term – please pray for safety and wisdom. There are a lot of coughs and colds around!

Staff Training: All staff have identified areas for training in performance management interviews and some of this has been undertaken, e.g. Karen Hurley & Sarah Salkeld attended a Dyslexia-friendly school training day in Appleford. Val Bretton has attended a course on EYFS conflict resolution. Kirsty Judge and Naomi Havell have attended first aid training.

Single Central Register: This document is up to date. There are no matters outstanding.

Attendance: Has been poor this term… 

Assembly: Assembly plans are available in school. Primary pupils have been thinking about the Lord’s prayer and communicating the gospel; Secondary pupils have been looking at Psalm 127 and about ambition. On Wednesdays all pupils join together for a singing assembly. On Fridays we have a whole school assembly.

Curriculum: Primary classes are working through the topic of Communication. Class 1 have looked at telephones and Alexander Bell.

KS3 and 4 continue with pre-GCSE and GCSE courses.

Visits: We are happy to have been able to go on some trips this term! 
Class 1 and 2 went to Lacock to the Photography Museum linking with their topic on Communication. 

Class 3 and the History GCSE pupils went to the American Museum to support work on the American West. 

Class 4 and the Geography GCSE pupils went to Ystradfellte to the Waterfalls Walk. The same group have also been to the Water Treatment Works in Saltford where they had a tour and several workshops by the Wessex Water education officer.

Local Visits: Class 1 and 2 went to the War Memorial for Assembly at the time of Remembrance Day. 
Class 1 go to Wapley Woods each week for forest school type activities which has been a lovely time to develop skills outside the classroom.

Extra-curricular activities: After school clubs restarted in September with Cross-country on Mondays, where pupils aged 5-15 all join in for an energetic session of running and sprinting. On Tuesdays the craft club has done a nail-art project and will be starting soap-making leading up to Christmas.

The three houses, Daniel, David and Noah all worked on a fund-raising project for several weeks and this culminated in a fund raising event held at Henfield Hall on 19th November 2021. Each team planned and hosted different events including a car-wash; auction; cake sale and teacher-gunging. We were delighted to have made over £750 in total – which is an impressive amount and will be going toward the building project.

Swimming: Primary pupils have (finally!) resumed swimming this term, it’s good to see them re-gaining water confidence and developing swimming skills after a long period of no swimming.

Staffing: We have a temporary fix for Spanish – we are working with Mrs. Montales online for year 10 & 11 pupils. We have also recently started additional conversational Spanish input x20 mins/wk for each of the GCSE pupils with Mr. Bull. This month we are also in contact with a Spanish teacher from a Christian school near Manchester who is helping the pupils with exam preparation and technique. 

Naomi Havell has taken on Year 7 Spanish and we have welcomed Abi Huband who is teaching German to the rest of the year 7/8 group. 

Site development:  Bob Gulliford to report. Kerry Hawkins has done a terrific job making the side of the school into a sensory garden.

Parents’ Evening: Primary staff are holding parent evenings several days this week. Secondary staff have theirs all in one evening on 23rd November 2021.

INSET & Staff meetings
The September staff INSET covered the regular items (Safeguarding, Fire safety, House-keeping) and also a pastoral message from John Hall to get us started on the new term; training on Dynamic Teaching and Learning; team building activities and sharing the SDP as well as prayer time.

Christmas Term Events
We’re looking forward to the end of year Thanksgiving service (30th November) and also the Primary school performance of the story of Eric Liddell, on 16th December at Pucklechurch community centre, followed by a Ceilidh God willing.

Plans and Priorities 
Finalise exam centre preparations and ensure we have everything in place for Summer exams.

Move in to the new classrooms.
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